
 
 
 

 
 Course Title English I 

Academic Year 2020-2021 
 
 

Teacher Name Contact Information 
Ms. Cornell (850) 404-9501; aacornell@fsu.edu and cornella@fsus.fsu.edu (gmail) 
 
Description of Course/ Units of Study  

Hello and welcome to a new school year! This year we will be covering a variety of fiction and 
nonfiction texts, including some classics. Our focus will be on American Literature that deals specifically 
with cultures, eras and perspectives. Some texts will be in the form of novels, others might be a memoir, 
play, short story, poem or a newspaper article. The reading will be done both at home and in school. We 
will also be doing a great deal of writing. We will be writing analytical essays that tie to the literature we 
read, every class will do at least two formal essays using MLA format, and creating short stories, poems or 
narratives. These writings will not only help students become more effective writers, but help prepare them 
for college level writing and increase their communication skills. 
 
Class Materials - This information contains the materials that will be used throughout the year in 
this course.  Students are expected to come to class prepared and ready to learn.  

● Spiral notebook and folder(s) to keep notes organized  
● Flash Drive (may use for multiples classes; create a folder for English)  
● Pens for notes (all classwork will be submitted electronically) 
● Distance Learning- Computer and Internet (please contact our IT Department if you need a 

computer or help finding internet access) 
● Required reading for the day 

 
Class Expectations - FSUS students have a right to learn in a safe and respectful environment.  All 
students will be expected to adhere to attendance and behavior expectations in our FSUS Code of 
Conduct.  Please see our website for more information.  Specific rules for this class are as follows: 

● We show up on time and ready to learn  
● We treat others with respect  
● We work hard and do our best 
● We take risks and make mistakes 
● Charge your computer every night.  It is expected that students come to school with a 

charged computer. 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 
Classroom Policies and Procedures 

Cell Phones/Wireless Devices - You must not photograph, audio, or video record adults or 
students at any time without their express consent.  Cell phones will not be allowed to be used 
during class time unless the teacher gives verbal and written consent. 

Computer Use, Distance Learning and Digital Conferencing (i.e. Zoom)- 

1.     All pictures, avatars, backgrounds, and video capture will be school appropriate.  Students 
will be asked to remove any items or pictures that are disruptive to the learning 
environment and consequences may apply.  

2.     When in a lesson or activity through an online conferencing tool, students must have their 
video on and actively participate in the activity. 

3. School dress code applies when in a learning environment such as Zoom or other 
conferencing tools. 

4. Even though students may not be engaged in the classroom face to face, the expectation is 
that students participate, engage, and learn as if in the classroom.  Limit distractions and 
create a quiet space for you to interact with students and teachers. 

5. As the teacher, I reserve the right to require students to remove distractions (i.e. food, 
background noise, background visuals) 

 
Grading - Students can log in to FOCUS to stay up-to-date on their performance in my class. 
 
Late Work- The work I assign is designed to 1) give you opportunities to practice the knowledge 
and skills we are learning and 2) give me a better sense of your current proficiency in those areas so 
that I can adjust my instruction as needed. For these reasons, it is critical that you complete 
assignments on time. Any work not turned in at the time it is due (with the exception of absences) 
is considered late. Work turned in after the due date, unless submitted due to an excused absence, 
will receive a maximum score of 70% until the unit test.  Late work will not be accepted after the unit 
test.  Late work should be turned into Google Classroom.  
 
Make-up Work -  Students who are not engaged in daily learning miss important lessons, 
collaboration, skills practice, and other activities that build a student’s knowledge and expertise in 
the content. Our school make-up policy is designed to support students to make up the learning 
they missed, including all missed assignments and assessments, so that they do not fall behind 
academically.   

 



 
 
 

Regardless of distance or in-school learning, all assignments are posted to Google Classroom by 
Monday of each week.  Students are responsible for checking their To-Do list and the teacher’s 
website for  what is due and to make arrangements to attend any required or optional lessons or 
discussions.  Students will have two (2) school days, not including the day of return, for each 
excused class day they are absent to make up missed learning and assignments. Previously assigned 
work is due the day of return.   

Work that is missing due to an unexcused absence is considered “late work.” 

Quarantined students without symptoms will be required to learn digitally.  Should a student 
become sick or develop symptoms that hinder their ability to participate in learning activities, a 
parent must submit a note to the attendance clerk for the absence to be considered excused. 

Students that have received In-School Suspension, Out-of-School Suspension, or placed on 
Administrative Leave will be expected to work on assignments during the time of his/her absence. 
The student and family will work with FSUS Administration and faculty on a case-by-case basis to 
make sure that the student is receiving all classwork and assignments. Deadlines for completion 
will be given on a case by case basis. 

 
 
Accommodations 

Your success in this class is important to me. If there are circumstances that may affect your 
performance in this class, please let me know as soon as possible so that we may work together to 
develop strategies for adapting assignments to meet both your needs and the requirements of the 
course.   

 
Acknowledgement of Reading English I Policies Form - 

The signatures below indicate that the English I Policies have been read and understood by both 
the student and parent. It is the student’s responsibility to adhere to all classroom policies and to the 
policies listed in the Student Code of Conduct. 

Please fill out and sign the form below. Once completed, please submit this page to Ms. Cornell’s 
Google Classroom  no later than Monday, August 31. This counts as a homework assignment. 
 
______________________________________ ________________________________________ 
Student’s Signature:  Parent’s/Guardian’s Signature: 
 

 

 

 


